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Creó pues el Hombre al hombre a imagen suya, a imagen del Hombre le creó (So Man created man in his own image, in the image of Man created he him) is a work by Miguel Aguirre, consisting of a series of family portraits (printed out by computer) that are clearly aligned with his explorations of family, in both its emotional and biological aspects. 
What we are presented with here is semi-fictional. Aguirre asked six couples who had been wed in different ways (civil and/or religious ceremonies, common-law spouses, etc.), but who were still childless, about the children they would like to have (physiognomic characteristics, ages, sex, name, etc.). Based on photographs of the future parents, taken during both their childhood and adulthood, Aguirre uses a computer to build six families in which hereditary genetic factors are approached in terms of the ideal child according to these different family nuclei. As such, the emotional intent as determined using the survey, and biological determination achieved using Mendelian theories of inheritance, are fused together in this series of works. 
The families elaborated by Aguirre are materialized in the portrait of their members: mother, father, children. The portrait—tellingly exhibited in a gold frame—is thus used as a symbol of the constitution of a family, a visual testimony of its social insertion, and a document of legitimacy; but also as a materialization of the desires that seem to underlie this “designed” progeny: the resistance to death implied in the child as an extension of the father and/or mother. Or, going even further, as an improvement and a fuller instance of the ego. 
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Fourteen years later, none of the six predictions turned out to be correct. One couple separated without having children. The other five did have children, but the number and sex of the children did not coincide with the predictions. Three of those five couples are now divorced. For ethical reasons, only two of them are presented here: the ones who are still together. But it has been confirmed: none of the couples ultimately fulfilled their wishes of nearly a decade and a half ago… although I sincerely doubt they are losing sleep over it. 
